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The following is e translation an article in "Der Splegel",
Yol. 124 Doe S, Jan. 29, 1856, “?aliﬁos a'b Coffee Time".

"Since the begluning of this month, "GOR" television haa
beon taking advantage of & partieularly vesk spot in the weekly
progran of Vest Germen Television(“Deutsches Ternsehen”)s. On
Satuxday afterdoons between 1600 and 1700 hiours, i.0., 8% a
time which Uest Germen TV ueually £ills with childronts features
or docunentaries on rodents, Dest Zone TV beams into the Vestorn
seobors of Boxrlin and the aress of the Federal Lepiblic close to
the Done boxdor & progran espaaiany tailored for consumption by
adult FedRep citivens.

The Dact Gornan "Stata Bodio Committee™ set up a "Telestudio
Vest” in Derlin-Adlershof Lor the oexpross purpose of producing

v featurcn Jesigned for telecant tu Uest Gormany at "eoffec time";

a peak viewing hour. Although the TV wiewers in the "GDR"

* (apore 160,000) ¢on 8lso seo sthese Seturday speoial progroms of

"Polestudic Vest" they are specially designed to intensify the
heavy telovicion offcnsive started by the inocupurction of new
and powerful traneuitiers neor the sonal border.

Responsible Vest German roadic officials are afreid thut the
Bast Derlin functionories might in due time extend the progruns
of "Mgleptudic Vest? to o regular secomd progran for a Vest German
sudicnces Already now such & program could be received in Vest
Gernany by on sstinated 200,000 set-owners.

The kind of fare the Dast Derlin 7V functionaries intend for
the Vest German audiencco oan already be perceived from the
{present) Saturday afternoon telecasts of "Telestudio Vest” whose
announcers introduce the program with the etanderd phrases
" dear tolevision friende in the Pederal Depublicess?
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A part of the present one~hour program is always reserved
for the usucl zonal propaganis show. Uest Germen television
viewers, for example, will pee & film report on the imauguration
of the “Lirst Gornon Ltom Resotor™ at the Institute for Iuelear
Sedence in Dresden, or remobes from the Imst Derlin rarlianent
(Vollskamner). The commentaries with which "Yelestudio Test!
agconpodies cuch items give fulsome praise to the progress made
in the ™jorkers' and Farmers? State', e.g., in the report on the
aton reactor: "Uhis is another triumph of progressive socialist
selence and younp sclentistc...", or, in a different context:
"This proves the health; of our economic sirncture becouse we
know, for inctance, thot in the US at the presont time every 20th
citizon is without employment."

dowever, uoide from guch slogon-ridden comnenteries which would

‘hardly lure oot Cerman viewers to their TV sets, "Pelestudio Vest"
in the seeond part of ites Saturday aftornoon progromn also tolow
casts featurcs which can well stend comporison with Uestorn pro-
gromning. Reeently 1t traonsmitited o documentory on Red Chiine,
entitled "China « o Country Detween Yesterdsy ond Tomorrow!,
vhotographed by Irench ond Dutch ecameransn. Immedistely after

the movie promlore of this film, Bnglish ond Swiss eritics hed
attested to the producer ite mastorly camern technigque and
objectivity.

"Telectudio Vesi', hovever, doss not stop at just showing
films. The studio stoff have developed their oun style of telee
vision propoganda. Vith e speeial device they photograph prograns
of Vest German TV = particularly of the “Tapesschau” -~ and transe
uit excerpts of theme progrome with their own coumentary. Vhat
tricks they use for this sort of manipulation cams to light
recently when "Telestudio Vest" "re-made” a Uest Cerman TV report
on the vieit of Duhdestpracaldent ileuss to Derlin., During his
visit, Ieuss hed becn guest at the opening of “orld Veboranst
Doy, visited en exhibit "Disabled Vrr-Veterans at their lew Jobs",
and later inspeeted the ruins of the former Reichetap Duilding.
west Gernon TV eagerly covored all theso cevomonies. On the .
following Saturday already, "Telestudio Veot" offered exceppts
from the Vest Gorman film reports, particularly on the inspection
of the "Disabled Vor«Vetorans" exhibit. The Dest Tone narvrator
commented this way:s "lJeuse was in Derlin egain, wallowing in
frontwcity politics (Trontstadt-rolitilk) there, he aleo inspected
the former Nelchstar, slatod to be webullt as o symbol of the
partition of Germany, he also opened an exhibit of artificinl

linbes tut the couniless unemployed of Test Derlin ho did not visit."
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It peems that the bosses of "Telestudio West" have the
intentlon of piving 54311 more roon to this new %elevision
propaganda in the future. dnyway, the East Herlin Television
Center has - expresely for the purpose - bought az outfit in
the Poderal Republic, which will make it possible for them to
photograplt all programs of West Cermpan TV off the screen of o
IV sot. The faoct that the Dest Zone authorities concerucd
granted the telovision people the tidy sum of appr. DU (Vest)
100,000 Tor the murchase of this outfit clearly demonstrates
the wvalue Last Zone propagondists aseribe to this television
offensive.

Therefoxo, Vest Cerman ¥radio end television officials
have begun to think about the means to defeat the propegandictic
efforts of Dast Zone TV. The Chaoirman of the Redic Council
(Pundfunkrat) of Radio Free Berlin (SFB), Professor Devifat,
roecently issued a marching order: “"Derlin Television must not
fail in its contest with television of the Sovietsoccupied Zone.
This contest must bel:sustained techuically and organlzationallys;
there is nothing to be afraid of from & public affairs point of
view ("Iublizistisch ist er nicht zu fuerchten"),

This stotenont was an allusion to the faot that the free
Berlln fYelevision station moinly does not have sufficilent
finaneial memzne to counter the Hastern television offensive
efrecbively with attractive progrens. Deg., SFD 8111l has not
beon able to buy ifts own kineecops cutfit; if the station wants
to kinescope a program, it hes to resort to o makeowshift outfit
vhich techniciane of Buyerischer Rundfunk rigged up years ago
and later turned over o SF3.

In spite of 2ll theoso difficuliies, SFB, a few weeks ago,
had developed its fivst plans which, it was hoped, would help
to got TV wiewers in West Derlin and Uest Germany oway fronm
Basgt Jone channelee. At that time "Toelostudio West" was telee
cagting ite speclal programs late Ssturday ndght (2200 hours),
and the Vest Dorlin TV people wanted to counter it at the sane
time with a lete evening discussion program similayr to Vernew
IHoeferts famous International Journalists! Roundtable (Intere
nationaler Fruchschoppen), in which porsonalities of Dexrlin axt,
stage and sorcen would periicipate. IHowever, the Dewrlin station's
pleng for the time being were frustrated by 4the stabtion's lack
of funds. And before Test German TV was able to counter the
Best Tone's evening "Telestudio West" with an attractive program,
the Dant Borlin TV people decided to change the time of their
special show for Vest Cermany from the evening to the hour between
1600 and 1700 in the afterncon when the Vest Gorman progran
caters mainly 4o school ohildren.” 3 L .
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